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Christ, to pray for me, that I may join with you in fighting against the
devil." The governor thought himself insulted by so bold an action ?n
his presence and asked him in great wrath who he was. The martyr
answered that he was a Christian, and that having Jesus Christ for his
master, he feared nothing the governor could inflict to make him renounce
that sacred name. Simplicius, in a rage, ordered some reeds to be sharpened
and thrust under his nails; and this being done, he commanded boiling
lead to be poured into his mouth. Boniface, after having called upon
Jesus Christ for his assistance, begged the prayers of the other expiring
martyrs, who all joined in putting up their petitions to God for him.
The people, disgusted with so much cruelty, began to raise a tumult and
cried out, " Great is the God of the Christians." Simplicius was alarmed
and withdrew. But the next day, being seated on his tribunal, he ordered
Boniface to be brought before him a second time. The martyr appeared
constant and undaunted. The judge commanded him to be cast into a
cauldron of boiling pitch; but he came out without receiving any hurt.
Lastly, he was condemned to lose his head; and after a short prayer for
the pardon of his sins and the conversion of his persecutors, he cheerfully
presented his neck to the executioner. His companions in the meantime,
not finding him return to the inn, searched for him in those parts of the
city where they thought him most likely to be found. Being at last
informed by the jailer's brother that a stranger had been beheaded the
day before for his faith in Christ, and being shown the dead body and
the head, they assured him that it was the very person they were in search
of, and beseeched him to bestow the martyr's relics upon them; this he
refused to do without a reward; so they paid down five hundred pieces
of gold; and having embalmed it, carried it home with them, praising
God for the happy end of the blessed martyr. Aglae, upon information
of the affair, gave God thanks for his victory, and taking some priests
with her, met the corpse with tapers and perfumes half a mile out of
Rome, on the Latin road; and in that very place raised a monument in
which she laid them, and some years after built a chapel. She from that
time led a penitential retired life and, dying fifteen years after, was buried
near his relics. They were found in Rome in 1603, together with those
of St Alexius, in the church in Rome formerly called of St Boniface, but
now of St Alexius. The bodies of both St Boniface and St Alexius lie
under the stately high altar in two rich marble tombs. The martyrdom
of St Boniface happened about the year 307.

Whilst we praise the divine mercy, who of sinners maketh saints, we
ought earnestly to pray that he change our hearts from vessels of cor-
ruption into vessels of grace and his divine charity. Regret and sorrow
for sin has many degrees; but till it has entirely subdued the corruptions